
 

 

Giovedì 04 OTTOBRE 2018 - Ore 13.00 - Aula Cesare Musatti 
 

presentano: 
 

Prof. Patrizio Tressoldi 
Dipartimento di Psicologia Generale – Università di Padova 

 

How to reduce the risk to fool ourselves and the readers of our papers 

by preregistering our studies and using the Registered Reports 
 
The high level of degrees of freedom in the experimental design and data analysis of every experimental 

study, whereas it is very useful for testing our scientific questions from different point of views, in the same 

time it increases the risk of casual findings wrongly interpreted as real. 

To reduce this risk, it is necessary to distinguish confirmatory versus exploratory methodological choices and 

hypotheses before the study onset. 

The accurate description of confirmatory and explorative choices must be preregistered in open access 

repositories for the public and the reviewers.  

Alternatively, it is possible to submit for publication your study as a Registered Report, that in stage 1, it will 

be reviewed only for the methodology and the statistical analysis plan. 

This practice is a positive side-effect of the so-called “reproducibility crisis” which encompasses most of the 

scientific fields with the potential benefit of increasing our methodological and statistical skills in order to be 

more confident about our scientific findings. 
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What's new in psychology 

 
The replicability crisis has opened a large discussion about the way research should (or should be not) done. 
At the moment, there are several issues on the table and a large spectrum of possible solutions (or new 
ideas) for several aspects of our everyday work. In the talk, I will list a few of these options and a few of 
these ideas: open access journals, open peer review, multilaboratory projects, etc. 
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