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Various animal species can engage in socio-communicative interactions with humans, yet the factors that

promote such behaviours remain under debate. Domestication, socialization, and species-specific predispositions

may all play a role. To better understand how human–animal communication is shaped, it is essential to compare

different species kept in similar conditions However, adopting a comparative approach when studying non-human

animals, presents several challenges. Researchers must account not only for species-specific sensory and motor

differences, but also for animals’ domestication history, motivational tendencies, and ecological background.

Designing tasks that are truly comparable across species is particularly complex, raising questions such as

whether experimental procedures should be standardized or not. In this seminar, I will address these issues and

open a space for debate around the topic, by presenting a series of studies directly comparing the human-

oriented communicative abilities of two domestic species—companion dogs and companion pigs— where our aim

was to explore the factors that may shape emergence of such abilities.
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COMPARING APPLES
AND ORANGES:

Paula is deeply interested in animal–human socio-communicative interactions. During her PhD at the

Neuroethology of Communication Lab, Eötvös Loránd University (Budapest), she investigated the factors shaping

animals’ human-oriented communicative abilities, such as individual experience and domestication pathways.

Adopting a comparative perspective, her research focused on companion dogs and pigs. She is currently a

postdoctoral researcher at the BARKS Lab, Eötvös Loránd University, where she continues to study animal–

human interactions. Her present work explores indicators of dogs’ inner states by examining the relationships

between physiological measures, vocalizations, and behaviour.
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